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Ref.: CL/3833 

Subject: Nominations for the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education 2008
  

Sir/Madam, 

I have the honour to invite your Government to submit a nomination for the 
UNESCO Prize for Peace Education, which will be awarded for the 25th time in 
2008. 

The purpose of the Prize, awarded every two years starting from 2006, is to 
promote all forms of action designed to construct the defences of peace in the 
minds of men by rewarding a particularly outstanding example of activity 
designed to alert public opinion and mobilize the conscience of humanity in the 
cause of peace, in accordance with the spirit of UNESCO’s Constitution and the 
United Nations Charter. 

Member States and Associate Members of UNESCO, non-governmental and 
intergovernmental organizations maintaining formal consultative relations with the 
Organization and active in a field covered by the Prize, eminent persons qualified 
in the opinion of the Director-General, in addition to any persons and civil society 
organizations working in the perspective of the thinking and culture of peace in 
the world and considered suitable, may submit nominations of an individual, a 
group of individuals or an organization whose activities are considered to merit 
this distinction. 

The prizewinner(s) is(are) designated by the Director-General on the basis of 
proposals submitted by an international jury consisting of eminent personalities 
from different regions of the world. 

The candidates must have distinguished themselves through outstanding and 
internationally recognized action extending over several years in the following 
fields: 

– the mobilization of consciences in the cause of peace; 

– the implementation, at international or regional level, of programmes 
of activity designed to strengthen peace education by enlisting the 
support of public opinion; 
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– the launching of important activities contributing to the strengthening 
of peace; 

– educational action to promote human rights and international 
understanding; 

– the alerting of public opinion to the problems of peace through the 
media and other effective channels; 

– any other activity recognized as essential to constructing the 
defences of peace in people’s minds. 

In addition, the category of those eligible for the Prize was extended in 1989 by a 
decision of UNESCO’s Executive Board (130 EX/Decision 5.4.4) to include 
persons and organizations in the creative arts that through their artistic creativity 
have made significant contributions to the promotion of peace and international 
understanding. This additional category should therefore be kept in mind when 
submitting nominations. 

Knowing your Government’s strong interest in promoting peace in the world, I am 
sure that it attaches considerable importance to the UNESCO Prize for Peace 
Education and will be in a position to submit a nomination for 2008. A form has 
been attached for this purpose (Annex I). A copy of the amended General Rules 
governing the Prize, as adopted by the UNESCO Executive Board at its 
172nd session (September 2005), will be found in Annex II and a list of former 
prizewinners in Annex III. 

Please note that, in line with the recommendations made by the International Jury 
of the Prize, each Member State is kindly invited to present only one 
nomination. 

The enclosed nomination form must be completed in either English or French 
and returned no later than 31 January 2008 directly to Ms Moufida Goucha, 
Secretary, UNESCO Prize for Peace Education, UNESCO, 1, rue Miollis, 75732 
Paris Cedex 15 (tel.: +33 (0)1 45 68 45 54/52; fax: +33 (0)1 45 68 55 52;  
e-mail: peace&security@unesco.org). 

On behalf of the Organization and the international jury, I thank you in advance 
for the nomination that you may be presenting for the 2008 Prize. 

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Koïchiro Matsuura 
Director-General 

Enclosures: 3 

cc: National Commissions for UNESCO 
 Permanent Delegations to UNESCO 

mailto:security@unesco.org


CL/3833 
Annex I 
 

 

ANNEX I 

UNESCO Prize for Peace Education 2008 

Presentation of nominations 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education is to promote all forms of action designed 
to construct the defences of peace in the minds of men by rewarding a particularly outstanding 
example of activity designed to alert public opinion and mobilize the conscience of humankind in 
the cause of peace, in accordance with the spirit of the Constitution of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the United Nations Charter (Rule 1 of the 
General Rules). 

2. Conditions/qualifications of candidates 

Candidates, who shall not be subject to any discrimination whatsoever on the grounds of 
nationality, religion, race, gender or age, shall have made a significant contribution to alerting 
public opinion and mobilizing the consciences of humankind in the cause of peace. Candidates 
shall have distinguished themselves through outstanding action, carried out in accordance with the 
spirit of UNESCO and the United Nations Charter, extending over several years and confirmed by 
international public opinion, in the following fields: 

– the mobilization of consciences in the cause of peace; 

– the implementation, at international or regional level, of programmes of activity 
designed to strengthen peace education by enlisting the support of public opinion; 

– the launching of important activities contributing to the strengthening of peace; 

– educational action to promote human rights and international understanding; 

– the alerting of public opinion to the problems of peace through the media and other 
effective channels; 

– any other activity recognized as essential to constructing the defences of peace in 
people’s minds (Rule 3.1 of the General Rules). 

3. Nomination of candidates 

Member States and Associate Members of UNESCO, non-governmental and intergovernmental 
organizations maintaining formal consultative relations with the Organization and active in a field 
covered by the Prize, eminent persons qualified in the opinion of the Director-General, in addition 
to any persons and civil society organizations working in the perspective of the thinking and culture 
of peace in the world and considered suitable, may submit nominations of an individual, a group of 
individuals or an organization whose activities are considered to merit this distinction (Rule 6.1 of 
the General Rules). 

In line with the recommendations made by the International Jury of the Prize, each Member State 
is kindly invited to present only one nomination. 

4. Nominations will have to be completed in either English or French. Nominations presented 
in other languages will not be considered. 
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5. Nominations will have to include the following parts: 

(a) Nomination letter in three parts (see details in Annex I – page 3), duly signed by the 
candidate, addressed to the Jury of the Prize; 

(b) Nomination form, duly filled in (Annex I – page 4); 

(c) Two letters of support, at least, duly signed, from an institution/personality, not 
related to the nominee, emphasizing the relevance of the nomination vis-à-vis the 
requirements of the Prize. 

 
Any nomination not including the three above-mentioned parts  

shall be deemed unacceptable. 

 
6. Nominations will have to be sent directly to: 

Ms Moufida Goucha 
Secretary of the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education 

Chief, Human Security, Democracy and Philosophy Section 
UNESCO 

1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15, France 
Tel.: + 33 (0)1 45 68 45 54/52 

Fax: + 33 (0)1 45 68 55 52 
E-mail: peace&security@unesco.org 

 and reach UNESCO by 31 January 2008. 

mailto:security@unesco.org
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NOMINATION LETTER 
to be prepared in English or French only 

Each nomination must be accompanied by a letter to the Jury of the Prize, in English or in 
French only, signed by the nominee, if an individual, or by a responsible authority, if an institution. 

The letter must include the following three parts: 

(a)  A description of the candidate’s background and achievements extending over 
several years and internationally recognized (please indicate whenever possible the 
countries concerned) (1-2 pages). 

(b)  A summary of the work or the results of the work, publications and other relevant 
documents of major importance (1-2 pages). 

 A selected annex – in English or French only – may accompany the nomination form. 

(c) Precise arguments as to the relevance of the nomination vis-à-vis the requirements of 
a thinking and culture of peace, in the light of world events at the time of the nomination 
(maximum 2 pages). 

 
Two letters of support, at least, duly signed,  

from an institution/personality, not related to the nominee,  
emphasizing the relevance of the nomination  

vis-à-vis the requirements of the Prize,  
must also accompany the nomination. 
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NOMINATION FORM 
to be completed in English or French only 

All parts of this form must be duly filled in. 

1.  DETAILS OF THE “NOMINATOR”: 

“Nominator” (Government/organization/institution or qualified personalities) ................................................  
........................................................................................................................................................  
Nationality .....................................................................................................................................  
Responsible person ..................................................................................................................... 
Full Address .................................................................................................................................  
........................................................................................................................................................  
Zip Code ........................................................................................................................................  
City ................................................................................................................................................  
Country .........................................................................................................................................  
Phone ............................................................................................................................................  
Fax .................................................................................................................................................  
E-mail ............................................................................................................................................  
Internet ..........................................................................................................................................  
 
2.  DETAILS OF THE CANDIDATE: 

Name and acronym of the candidate (if an organization) ................................................................  
........................................................................................................................................................ 
Surname of candidate (if an individual) ............................................................................................ 
Name of candidate (if an individual) .................................................................................................  
Gender (tick  the relevant box) Female: □ Male: □ 
Profession/Field of activity ......................................................................................................... 
Date and place of creation (if an organization) (please provide a copy of the General Rules/Statutes) 

......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Date and place of birth (if an individual) ...........................................................................................  
Financial sources ......................................................................................................................... 
Nationality .....................................................................................................................................  
Full Address .................................................................................................................................  
........................................................................................................................................................ 
Zip Code ........................................................................................................................................  
City ................................................................................................................................................  
Country .........................................................................................................................................  
Phone ............................................................................................................................................  
Fax .................................................................................................................................................  
E-mail ............................................................................................................................................  
Internet ..........................................................................................................................................  
 



CL/3833 
Annex II 
 

 

ANNEX II 

General Rules governing the UNESCO Prize 
for Peace Education1 

Rule 1 – Purpose 

The purpose of the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education is to promote all forms of action designed 
to construct the defences of peace in the minds of men by rewarding a particularly outstanding 
example of activity designed to alert public opinion and mobilize the conscience of humankind in 
the cause of peace, in accordance with the spirit of the Constitution of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the United Nations Charter. 

Rule 2 – Designation, amount and periodicity of the Prize 

2.1  The Prize shall be entitled “UNESCO Prize for Peace Education”. 

2.2  Amount covering a one-time award: The Prize shall be funded by interest earned from the 
donation of US $1 million made to UNESCO in 1980 by the Japan Shipbuilding Industry 
Foundation (now known as the Nippon Foundation). 

2.3  All funds received and the interest accrued thereon shall be kept in a special interest-bearing 
account for the Prize (see Financial Regulations). 

2.4  The operating/management costs of the Prize, including all costs related to the award 
ceremony and public information activities, shall be fully covered by the interest earned from the 
donation made by the Japan Shipbuilding Industry Foundation. To this end, the Director-General 
shall determine a mandatory overhead cost amount to be applied and charged against the funds in 
the Special Account, which is to be established under the Financial Regulations for the Prize. 

2.5  The Prize shall be awarded every two years that is once every UNESCO biennium, initially 
for four biennia. 

2.6  The Prize shall be worth approximately US $60,000; the exact amount shall be determined 
every two years, taking into account the interest earned on the funds. 

2.7  The amount of a prize not awarded in any given biennium may be awarded to another winner 
the following biennium. The Prize shall not be divided save in exceptional circumstances. If there 
are two prizewinners the amount of the prize may be equally divided. 

2.8  The sum of US $1 million donated by the Japan Shipbuilding Industry Foundation has been 
placed in a UNESCO Special Account, and only the annual interest shall be used to finance the 
Prize and the activities of the Jury entrusted with awarding it. The duration of the award of the 
Prize is indeterminate. Should UNESCO decide no longer to award the Prize, the balance of the 
funds shall be returned to the Nippon Foundation. 

Rule 3 – Conditions/qualifications of candidates 

3.1  Candidates shall have made a significant contribution to alerting public opinion and 
mobilizing the consciences of humankind in the cause of peace. Candidates shall have 
distinguished themselves through outstanding action, carried out in accordance with the spirit of 
UNESCO and the United Nations Charter, extending over several years and confirmed by 
international public opinion, in the following fields: 

                                                 
1  The present General Rules include some amendments which were adopted by the UNESCO Executive Board at 

its 172nd session (September 2005). 
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– the mobilization of consciences in the cause of peace; 

– the implementation, at international or regional level, of programmes of activity 
designed to strengthen peace education by enlisting the support of public opinion; 

– the launching of important activities contributing to the strengthening of peace; 

– educational action to promote human rights and international understanding; 

– the alerting of public opinion to the problems of peace through the media and other 
effective channels; 

– any other activity recognized as essential to constructing the defences of peace in 
people’s minds. 

3.2  Prizes may be conferred upon an individual, a group of individuals or an organization. 

3.3  The prizewinner shall not be subject to any discrimination whatsoever on the grounds of 
nationality, religion, race, gender or age. 

Rule 4 – Designation of the prizewinner(s) 

The prizewinner(s) shall be selected by the Director-General of UNESCO on the basis of a 
proposal made by an international jury. 

Rule 5 – Jury 

5.1  The Jury shall consist of five independent members, representing different regions of the 
world and both genders, appointed by the Director-General for a period of six years (three Prizes). 
They shall be eligible for re-election. Representatives and alternatives of Members of the Executive 
Board may not serve as jurors. Jurors involved in a real or potential conflict of interest shall 
abstain, or be asked by the Director-General to do so. The Director-General may replace members 
of the Jury on legitimate grounds. 

5.2  The Jury shall elect its own Chair and Deputy Chair. Members shall receive no remuneration 
for their work, but will receive allowances for travel and accommodation, where required. A quorum 
of three jurors present will be required for Jury deliberations to proceed. The working languages for 
deliberations by the Jury shall be English and French. 

5.3  The Jury shall conduct its business and deliberations in conformity with these Rules, and 
shall be assisted in the performance of its task by a member of the UNESCO Secretariat 
designated by the Director-General. Decisions shall be taken by consensus to the extent possible, 
and otherwise by secret ballot until a simple majority is obtained. A member shall not take part in a 
vote concerning a nomination from his or her country. 

5.4  The Jury shall meet once every two years, within three months following the closing date for 
the submission of nominations, to make its recommendations to the Director-General for the 
selection of the year’s prizewinner(s). 

5.5  The Jury shall send an assessment of nominations and accompanying recommendations to 
the Director-General of UNESCO following its meeting at Headquarters every two years. 

5.6  The members of the Jury shall serve as the “International Commission for Peace in the 
Minds of Men”, which may undertake any other form of activity in the way of study, research and 
the promotion of public awareness in the field of peace education as defined in Rule 1 of the 
present Rules. 
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5.7  In addition to the work carried out by the “International Commission for Peace in the Minds of 
Men”, UNESCO shall encourage any activity in the Member States designed to strengthen action 
for peace education in all civil societies. 

5.8  In the same perspective and in accordance with the programme and budget adopted for the 
biennium, UNESCO shall organize international meetings designed to publicize the most 
significant activities related to the thinking and culture of peace. These conferences might coincide, 
in particular, with each prize-giving ceremony, and be held at UNESCO Headquarters or in a 
selected country in the various regions of the world. 

Rule 6 – Nomination of candidates 

6.1  The Director-General shall officially invite the governments of Member States, in consultation 
with their National Commissions, and non-governmental and intergovernmental organizations 
maintaining formal consultative relations with the Organization and active in a field covered by the 
Prize, eminent persons qualified in the opinion of the Director-General, in addition to any persons 
and civil society organizations working in the perspective of the thinking and culture of peace in the 
world and considered suitable, to submit nominations of an individual, a group of individuals or an 
organization to the Secretariat of the Prize at a date to be specified in each case. 

6.2  The Director-General shall also take all necessary steps to encourage an increased number 
of nominations, in particular by calling upon all persons and civil society organizations working in 
the perspective of the thinking and culture of peace in the world. 

6.3  Nominations shall be submitted to the Director-General by governments of Member States, 
in consultation with their National Commissions, or by non-governmental and intergovernmental 
organizations maintaining formal relations with UNESCO, and eminent persons qualified in the 
opinion of the Director-General, in addition to any persons and civil society organizations working 
in the perspective of the thinking and culture of peace in the world and considered suitable to 
submit nominations. A self-nomination cannot be considered. 

6.4  The Director-General of UNESCO shall encourage Member States, in addition to any other 
qualified “nominator”, to submit nominations duly justified on the basis of the goals and objectives 
clearly defined in the General Rules governing the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education. In 
particular, each nomination must be accompanied by a letter to the Jury of the Prize, signed by the 
nominee, if an individual, or by a responsible authority, if an institution, in English or in French, 
including inter alia: 

(a)  a description of the nominee’s background and achievements; 

(b)  a summary of the work or the results of the work, publications and other supporting 
documents of major importance; 

(c)  precise arguments as to the relevance of the nomination vis-à-vis the requirements of a 
thinking and culture of peace, in the light of world events at the time of the nomination. 

Any nomination not accompanied by such a letter shall be deemed unacceptable by the 
Secretariat of the Prize. 

6.5  The Secretariat of the Prize shall be authorized to bring to the Jury’s attention any 
nominations failing to meet all the criteria set forth in the General Rules. 

6.6  The closing date for the submission of nominations shall be fixed by the Director-General 
every two years. 
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Rule 7 – Procedure for the awarding of the Prize 

7.1  The Prize shall be awarded by the Director-General at an official ceremony held for the 
purpose in Paris, on the occasion of the International Day of Peace (21 September). UNESCO 
shall present to the prizewinner(s) a cheque for the amount of the Prize, together with a diploma 
and the Olive Tree statuette, designed for UNESCO by Spanish sculptor Apel.les Fenosa. 
UNESCO shall officially announce the name(s) of the prizewinner(s). 

7.2  If a work being rewarded has been produced by two persons, the Prize shall be awarded to 
them jointly. In no case may a prize amount be divided between more than two persons. 

7.3  The prizewinner(s) shall, if possible, give a lecture on a subject relevant to the work for which 
the Prize has been awarded. Such a lecture shall be organized during or in connection with the 
Prize ceremony. The lecture shall be published by UNESCO. 

7.4  The work produced by a person since deceased shall not be considered for the Prize. If, 
however, a prizewinner dies before he or she has received it, the Prize may be presented 
posthumously (it shall be awarded to relatives or an institution). 

7.5  Should a prizewinner decline the Prize, the Jury shall submit a new proposal to the Director-
General. 

Rule 8 – Sunset clause – Mandatory renewal of the Prize 

8.1  After a period of six years, the Director-General of UNESCO together with the donor will 
undertake a review of all aspects of the Prize and take a decision as to its continuation or 
termination. The Director-General shall inform the Executive Board of UNESCO of the results of 
this review. 

8.2  In case of termination of the Prize, any unspent balance of funds shall be returned to the 
Nippon Foundation, in accordance with the Financial Regulations of the Prize. 

Rule 9 – Appeals 

No appeals shall be allowed against the decision of UNESCO with regard to the award of the 
Prize. Proposals received for the award of the Prize may not be divulged. 

Rule 10 – Amendments to the General Rules of the Prize 

Any amendment to the present General Rules shall be submitted to the Executive Board for 
approval. 
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ANNEX III 

Laureates of the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education 

1981-2006 

1981 Ms Helena Kekkonen (Finland) and the World Organization of the Scout Movement 
(WOSM) 

1982 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) (Sweden) 

1983 Pax Christi International 

1984 International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) 

1985 General Indar Jit Rikhye (India) and the Georg Eckert Institute for International 
Textbook Research (Germany) 

1986 Mr Paulo Freire (Brazil) 

1987 Ms Laurence Deonna (Switzerland) and Servicio Paz y Justicia en América Latina 
(SERPAJ-AL) 

1988 Brother Roger of Taizé (France) 

1989 Mr Robert Muller (France) and the International Peace Research Association (IPRA) 

1990 Ms Rigoberta Menchú Tum (Guatemala) and the World Order Models Project (WOMP) 

1991 Ms Ruth Leger Sivard (United States of America) and Cours Sainte Marie de Hann 
(Senegal) 

1992 Mother Teresa of Calcutta (India) 

1993 Ms Madeleine de Vits (Belgium) and The Graduate Institute of Peace Studies (GIP) 
(Republic of Korea) 

1994 The Venerable Prayudh Payutto (Thailand) 

1995 The Austrian Study Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution (ASPR) and the 
European University Center for Peace Studies (EPU) (Austria) 

1996 Ms Chiara Lubich (Italy) 

1997 Mr François Giraud (France) 

1998 Educators for Peace and Mutual Understanding (Ukraine) 
 Honourable Mentions: Fridtjof Nansen Academy (Norway), World Court Project 

(New Zealand) and the Ulpan Akiva Netanya (Israel) 

1999 Association of the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo (Argentina) 
 Honourable Mentions: Ms Irène Drolet (Canada), Association for Peace Education of 

Tübingen (Germany) and the Congregation of the Daughters of Mary-Auxiliatrix in 
Angola 
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2000 Mr Toh Swee-Hin (Australia) 
 Honourable Mentions: Mr Pierre Weil (France), Ms Christiana Ayoka Mary Thorpe 

(Sierra Leone) and the Middle East Children Association (MECA) 

2001 Bishop Nelson Onono-Onweng (Uganda) and The Jewish-Arab Center for Peace at 
Givat Haviva (Israel) 

 Honourable Mention: Ms Betty Reardon (United States of America) 

2002 City Montessori School, Lucknow (CMS) (India) 

2003 Father Emile Shoufani (Israel) 
 Honourable Mention: Ms Yolande Mukagasana (Rwanda/Belgium) 

2006 Mr Christopher Gregory Weeramantry (Sri Lanka) 
 Special Mention: Fundación para la reconciliación (Colombia) 

 


