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Guidelines to celebrate ‘Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav’ in Higher Education 

Institutions/Institutions of National Importance 

 

The National Education Policy 2020 highlights India’s rich linguistic heritage, by promoting 

multilingualism and visualizing Indian languages as a great tool for national unity. It suggests that 

the students should be encouraged to learn the various Indian languages under the ‘Ek Bharat 

Shreshtha Bharat’ initiative. 

Indian languages share common phonetics and scripts, grammatical structures, and their origins and 

sources of the vocabulary. Their diversities are also linguistically as rich as their inter-influences. 

From Kashmir to Kanyakumari, there are hundreds of languages spoken in India. Despite so many 

languages, we live together with love and peace, with ‘Diversity in Unity’ being a unique feature of 

our country and languages binding everyone together. 

Bharatiya languages have co-existed, complemented and nurtured each other throughout the ages. 

Languages shape the mind and wisdom of society and bring people together. There is a need to 

strengthen ‘language harmony’, to develop a conducive environment for learning more and more 

Indian languages apart from mastering one’s own mother tongue, and an attitude and aptitude to 

love and enjoy the ‘neighbouring language’. Learning/speaking another Indian language should be 

made a matter of prestige, a matter of joy and a cherishing experience! 

To catalyse this enthusiasm, Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav will be celebrated on 11th December on the 

Janma Jayanti of Subramania Bharati, the great nationalist poet. Subramania Bharati, popularly 

known as “Mahakavi Bharati”, was a freedom fighter and social reformer from Tamil Nadu. He was 

one of the first to speak of India as one entity and emphasized the need for national integration. He 

motivated Indians to ignore regional differences and think of all as one entity, i.e., Indians, in his 

writings, giving a strong message on Indian oneness. His poems bring out the best of each region 

and pave the way for their integration, for the glorious future of the country. Though Mahakavi 

Bharathi was conversant with 11 languages, he emphatically declared in one of his poetic works 

that the sweetness of the Tamil language is unparalleled. In an autobiographical poem, Bharathi 

launched a scathing attack on the denial of the opportunity to study in the medium of their mother 

tongue in primary education, citing his own predicament. Far from being emotional, Bharati 

envisioned the translation of scientific works from many lands into Tamil. All the same, he 

cautioned against punditry in linguistic expression and aspired for recognition of works in simple 

Tamil, indeed a far-sighted appeal. He applied the knowledge of the illustrious past to contemporary 

realities and dreamt of shaping a new brighter future. He was a man with extraordinary vision, 

passion and erudition.  

Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav will be celebrated as a full day ‘Bhasha Utsav’ in universities, INIs and 

colleges across the country. Students, faculty, parents and society members will participate in 

various cultural activities throughout the day. 

It aims to acquaint the youth with the inherent oneness of all Bhartiya Bhashas, i.e., the concept of 

‘Bhartiya Bhasha Parivar’, the spiritual and cultural message emanating from the literature of all 

Bhashas, to celebrate the rich variety and wonders of Bhartiya Bhashas, to show how language 

learning can be a fun and enjoyable experience, and to highlight the need to focus on Bhartiya 

Bhashas for the development of the nation and “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat”. All the colleges, 

universities and INIs will organize the Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav under the aegis of the Ministry of 
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Education. Celebrating ‘Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav’ will, therefore, give us all a sense of unity and 

introduce us to the beautiful cultural heritage and diversity of India.  

 

'Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav', to be celebrated on 11thDecember every year, is conceptualized in the 

form of Utsav where multiple kinds of interesting, thrilling, fun and attractive events will take place 

throughout the day. In the Utsav, the central themes/messages of the occasion must be highlighted 

and conveyed using appropriate slogans, e.g., ‘Bharatiya Bhashayen for Unity and Harmony’, 

‘Bhashayen Anek, Parantu Bhaav Ek’, Vividhata mein Ekata, Ekata mein Vividhata’, ‘Bharatiya 

Bhashayen, Bharatiya Gyan Parampara aur Bharatiyata’, ‘Bharatiyata ke liye Bharatiya Gyan 

Parampara’, ‘Bharatiya Gyan Parampara ke liye Bharatiya Bhashayen’ etc. 

 

Indicative List of  Events for the 'Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav':  

 

1. Bharatiya Bhasha Exhibition:  

● Consisting of basic and interesting information about various Indian languages with 

their expansion, number of speakers, scripts, history, key literature, etc. 

● The exhibition should introduce interesting words of various Indian languages. For 

instance, the inter-using of greeting words in different languages, such as Namaste, 

Khurumjari, Pranam, Vanakkam, Nomoshkar, Kem Chho, Sat-Shri-Akal, 

Namaskaragalu, etc.  

● The message that all Indian languages come under 'Bharatiya Bhasha Pariwar' and they 

should not be classified in divisive colonial connotations, must be conveyed through 

posters/slogans/information bulletins, etc.  

● The exhibition should highlight that all Indian languages with a large body of common 

vocabularies, common sentence patterns, common roots, common vowels and 

consonants, and common underlying grammar have a common ancestry and are one of 

the great unifying factors of our country.  

 

2. Bharatiya Bhasha Stalls: 

● Bhasha stalls (One dedicated stall of the languages of that particular state/region and at 

least one stall each for the states of North, South, East and west region)  

● Each stall will offer interesting information about the languages of the concerned 

State/region. 

● Language games as unique fun activities with interesting and thrilling experiences 

should be organized for people from all age groups, e.g., identifying the word with a 

picture, identifying the correct grammar or spelling, speaking for 30 seconds in a chosen 

language etc. 

● The stalls may also keep books/literature in different languages available for display and 

for sale at minimal prices (if possible). The same books in different languages may also 

be displayed. 
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● Interesting activities at the stall should also be organized to make participants realize 

that for a person who knows one Indian language, learning another Indian language is 

not like learning a new language.  

 

3. Cultural Programmes: 

Following cultural programmes may be organized to encourage creativity through Indian 

languages:  

● Creative performances depicting language-related Lok-parampara, folk culture or art 

forms of different regions.  

● Singing and dancing competitions or open stage/mic/talent hunt for students and 

faculties to perform in any language of their choice. 

● Street plays or dramas depicting epics of different languages like ‘Abhijnana 

Shakuntalam’, modern books like ‘Ponniyin Selvan’ or any other newly prepared play 

focusing on unity in the diversity of our country. 

 

4. Wearing of ethnic dresses: 

● Students, faculties and parents may come dressed in ‘Bharatiya Paridhan’ like dhoti, 

kurta, various shades of saree showing the rich cultural heritage and history of our 

country.  

 

5. Competitions:  

● Language Quiz may be organised at intra-university/inter-university/intra-college/inter-

college levels inviting nearby universities/INIs/colleges in which questions related to 

languages maybe asked and students can participate in teams of 2 or 3.  

● Speech/Debate/Extempore competitions in multiple languages having a significant 

number of students may be organized. The themes of such competitions can be ‘India as 

One Linguistic Area’, ‘Bharat ki Ekta aur Akhandata mein Bharatiya Bhashaon ka 

Yogdaan’, ‘Bhasha Jodne ka Saadhan, ya Todne ka’, ‘Bharatiya Bhashayen for Unity 

and Harmony’, etc.  

● Poetry recitation and writing competition in different languages. 

 

6. ‘My Language, My Signature’ (मेरी भाषा, मेरा हस्ताक्षर) Campaign: 

● Adequately sized boards/flex may be erected at the popular or central point of the 

campus on which the willing persons can mark their signature in their own Indian 

language.  

● A pledge may also be written on the top of the board regarding doing own sign in the 

Indian language wherever possible or developing a habit of signing in Indian languages. 

● An online platform to provide a congratulation certificate for taking the pledge may also 

be created. A QR Code in big size cut-out may be put as a standee near the signature 

board.  
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● The people will sign and then take a selfie with their signature and upload it by 

scanning the QR code and may generate a certificate in the choice of their own 

language.  

● The certificate may have at least three languages (Example: Telugu, Hindi, Sanskrit) 

 

7. Felicitation of multi-lingual students: 

• Students who may read, write and speak in multiple languages may be felicitated. The 

cognitive, economic, social and cultural benefits of multilingualism to individuals, 

society and the country, as a unifying factor, be explained to encourage multilingualism 

among students.  

• Students can speak the same sentence in multiple languages making it an enjoyable 

exercise for the audience as well. Certificates or books may be given to such students as 

encouragement.  

 

8. Tech Zone: 

• A technical zone consisting of tech-savvy amenities and facilities showing different 

tools and software that students may use to learn, read and write in multiple languages.  

• Downloading and teaching of simple software on smartphones which converts English 

content into Hindi and other Bharatiya languages or vice-versa through roman typing 

may be done on the spot. Other software which helps in typing and translation of 

vocabulary and sentences in multiple languages may be showcased.  

 

9. Other Suggestions: 

• The HEIs/INIs may make constructive and innovative additions to the format of the 

Utsav, to adapt to their specific cultural diversity,  

• To encourage people’s participation-‘Jan Bhagidari’, the HEIs/INIs/Colleges may invite 

people from diverse linguistic backgrounds and from local communities.  

 

Note: 

1. The festival maybe organised as a part of schemes like ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’, 

‘Rajbhasha Samiti’ or any other as applicable, to augment the resources.  

2. Social Media engagement and creating media buzz be planned to promote the celebration of 

‘Bhartiya Bhasha Utsav’ on 11th December. 

3. Nodal agencies in each state should be oriented to coordinate the programme as per plan. 

4. To provide certificates/prizes/academic credits to encourage students’ participation in the 

Utsav.  


